October 13, 2024

Secondary Principals,

We are continuing to celebrate principals in Utah since October is National Principals Month. We appreciate your leadership, dedication and the positive impact you have on our secondary students. 

We are also celebrating National School Lunch Week Monday, October 14 - Friday, October 18. We have amazing lunch service workers at our secondary schools in Utah. Don't forget to thank the ones in your school. 

Please make note of the following:

1. Power Hour - Wednesday 10/23
We are excited about our upcoming Power Hour on Wednesday, October 23 at 10 AM. Our guest is Chief Matt Pennington. In January, 2024, he was appointed as the first Utah Security Chief with the Department of Public Safety. He is responsible for overseeing safety and security for schools in the state of Utah. School safety is a top priority for administrators. Chief Pennington will share his perspective and plans when it comes to safety in our schools. He is anxious to hear feedback and to answer any questions administrators have. If you would like a link to the Power Hour on 10/23 at 10 AM with Chief Pennington, please email rhonda.bromley@uassp.org. 
Chief Matt Pennington Bio

2. Assistant Principals Conference
Our annual AP Conference will be held on November 6 at The Gardens at Thanksgiving Point. Registration and breakfast begin at 8 AM with the conference starting at 8:30 AM and concluding at 2 PM. The theme for the conference is Assistant Principals Inspire Greatness. We will hear from many great leaders on topics that you are dealing with currently in your jobs. The goal of the conference is to learn together, collaborate with each other, and to be motivated and inspired about your job. See the full agenda, including speaker bios in the update next week. Register now at uassp.org. 

3. Nominations for High School and Middle Level Principals and Assistant Principals of the Year - Nominations close on Friday, October 25 at 5 PM. 
Nominations are now open for high school and middle level principals and assistant principals of the year. Winners will be announced at the Mid-Winter Conference in January. 

If you would like to nominate someone for POY or APOY, please email rhonda.bromley@uassp.org with the following information: (Note: In order to be eligible, they have to have been in their position for at least three years, not counting this year. Same position, not necessarily at the same school. For example: someone may have been a high school principal at three different high schools over the past 8 years but this is their first year at their current school - they would be eligible.)

Name of Nominee:
Name of Current School:
Position:
# of Years in Position (doesn't have to be at the same school)
A paragraph about why you believe they should be awarded the POY/APOY:

*Nominations are due on October 25 at 5 PM. 

4. USBE Feedback Requested - Due this Tuesday, October 15
Reminder - The USBE is seeking feedback through a Qualtrics survey on proposed changes to Board Rule R277-608 and Board Rule R277-609. The Qualtrics survey will be open until October 15, 2024. Please complete the R277-608 and R277-609 Public Feedback Survey by October 15, 2024. Reach out to Ashley Lower at ashley.lower@schools.utah.gov or (801) 538-7611 with any questions regarding proposed changes to Board Rule R277-608. Reach out to Becca Rae at becca.rae@schools.utah.gov or (801) 538-7667 with any questions regarding proposed changes to Board Rule R277-609.

It is hard to believe that we are one quarter of the way through the school year. You are doing a great job helping our secondary students thrive in Utah. Thank you for your efforts. Please let us know if there is anything we can do to help.

Rhonda
Inspire Greatness
#ThankAPrincipal
