	November 17, 2024
 
Secondary Principals,
 
Happy Thanksgiving Season. We are so grateful to have amazing administrators at our secondary schools in Utah.
 
Congratulations to our fall sports and activity season winners. We know that having extra-curricular activities at both the high school and middle levels takes more time and energy on the part of administrators. We also know that having students connect to the school through activities that they love helps them be more successful. Thank you for your willingness to spend extra time and energy on behalf of your students.  
 
Please make note of the following:
 
1. Assistant Principals Conference Review
We had a great assistant principals conference last week. We appreciate our presenters. Ryan McGuire did a great job kicking things off with a fantastic leadership message about balancing all of the things we have to do as leaders. He was followed by Melody Apezteguia, our amazing Assistant Principal of the Year 2024. 
 
Representative Doug Welton shared some of the details that are found in the Cell Phone Bill that will be voted on in the legislative session. Principal Shauna Haney from Ogden High School and Paula Logan from Canyons School District shared a high school and middle level perspective. All three presentations are found in the following links and will be very helpful for administrators. 
 
Mariama Kallon-Olayemi shared an emotional and powerful message about her experience coming to America from Africa. Josh Downs reminded us of the importance of self-care, and Ben Kjar challenged us to be "Victors" and not "Victims." 
 
We appreciate our UASSP Assistant Principal Representatives, Randall Seltz from Mount Jordan Middle School and Eric Loftin from Lehi High School.
 
Proposed Cell Phone Bill
Shauna Haney - HS Cell Phone Implementation
Paula Logan - ML Cell Phone Implementation
 
2. Legislative Council
The UASSP Executive Board and Legislative Council met and officially approved to support the JLC Legislative Priorities. As we get closer to the legislative session, other topics that were discussed were:
A. Vouchers - concerns about more funding
B. School Fees - What is the state plan?
C. ELL/Refugee Funding - many of our secondary schools need more resources.
 
We will share more information as well as talking points for legislators in the next Update. Remember to Connect and Communicate with your local and state legislators. 
JLC Priorities
 
3. November Book of the Month
UASSP Executive Board Member, Quinn Kellis from USBE, shared the book Unreasonable Hospitality by Will Guidara. "The renowned restaurateur dives deep into the concept of leadership. He argues that true leadership lies in creating remarkable experiences that go above and beyond expectations, fostering genuine connections, and leaving a lasting impact on others." See the following link for Quinn's full book review. 
Unreasonable Hospitality
 
4. Mid-Winter Conference - Inspire Greatness
Registration is open now for our annual UASSP Mid-Winter Conference. It will be held January 27-29, 2025 at the Dixie Conference Center in St. George. Some of our keynote speakers are: John Bacon, Aric Bostick, Shaun Barrowes and Justin Osmond. Our breakout sessions will include: Case Law in Schools, School Safety, Sportsmanship, Restorative Practices, The Leading of Learning, Student Leadership, and more!!
 
Optional golf and pickleball will be available the morning of January 27. The conference will begin that day with registration at 1:30 PM and the first general session at 3 PM. The conference will conclude on January 29 at 11:30 AM. 
 
A complete agenda, including speaker bios will be available soon. Register now at uassp.org. 
 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving. Please take time to relax and enjoy time with family and friends. Refill your bucket to be ready for the busy holiday season in your school.
 
Thanks for all you do.
 
Rhonda



